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Re: Proposed Memorandum of Agreemeht to Define Exercise of Hunting, Fishing, Trapping 
and Gathering by the Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Ttibe of Indians and its Members and. 
for Cooperative Management of Natural Resources 

Director Melcher: 

On behalf of the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservatjon ("CTUIR"), 1 write in 
response to your October 18, 2022 letter regarding the Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indian's 
("Cow Creek Tribe") proposed Hunting, Fishing, Trapping and Gathering Agreement ("HFT&G 
Agreement") which will be before the Fish and Wildlife Commission at its December 16, 2022 meeting. 
The Agreement between the Cow Creek Tribe and the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(''ODPW") also includes provisions addressing cooperative management of natural resources in the 
defined geographical area. The CTUIR does not object to the Cow Creek Tribe's HFT&G Agreement as 
described below. 

The CTUIR has Treaty-reserved federal rights in the waters, lands, fish, and wildlife of what is 
now the State of Oregon, and other places. In our Treaty of 1855 with the United States, 12 Stat. 945, 
the CTUIR reserved for our members the right to take fish at all usual and accustomed areas and to bunt 
on all open and unclaimed lands. Pursuant to the Treaty, our tribal members have fished and hunted 
waters and lands in what is now known as the State of Orego11, and beyond its borders, since time 
immemorial. The water, fish, game, roots and berries are our First Foods, and integral components of 
our longhouse cc1'cmonies and feasts. 

The proposed HFT&G Agreement follows the format of the recently approved Coquille HFT&G 
Agreement, including language added to the Coquille HFT&G A1:,rreement at Cow Creek's request 
which clarifies that the agreement is non-exclusive, does not establish any new rights, and does not 
affect or implicate the hunting, fishing, trapping or gathering rights of any other tribe. With the 
clarifying language the CTUIR does not object to the H.FT &G Agreement. 
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